Farm to Fork Initiative - Statement on Reconciliation Bill; September
23, 2021

Dear Chairs Stabenow and Scott,

As food and farm policy advocates, we strongly support the
investments proposed in the current reconciliation package and
oppose any reductions in the size and scope of these food, nutrition,
farm, forestry, renewable energy, research, and rural development
investments.

In particular, we strongly support the investments designed to simplify
and increase year-round assistance to low-income school children;
help schools provide and expand access to healthier meals; provide
debt relief for those most at risk; invest in farming practices that
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and store carbon; expand
sustainable farming research; and support renewable energy
development on our farms. The programs that result from this
spending bill will be stronger with equity central to their design,
application, accessibility, and impact.

We urge you to maintain these investments at the proposed levels.
They will reduce hunger, improve nutrition, address long-standing
inequities in our food and farm system, create thousands of jobs in our
rural communities, and meet growing farmer demand for conservation
funding.
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